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FSA State Director Message 
Through The Farm Service Agency USDA supports American Agriculture by offering direct 
farm payments, farm loans, and incentives to enroll farm marginal cropland and pastureland 
into conservation programs. In exchange for enrollment producers are paid, in varying 
amounts, part of the costs for establishing the conservation practices and annual rental 
payments based on acres enrolled and soil characteristics found in the conserved areas. 

The 2023 Conservation Reserve Program signup begins Monday, February 27th and closes 
Friday, April 7th.  Visit your local Virginia FSA Offices for program details.  

Two variations of CRP, Continuous CRP and the Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP)  are available and open for application throughout the year.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cec686c82aff3479fd1ef08db14233eec%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638125914008332201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9AM9rSPMncn%2B%2FX9D%2BlUZQnC2dYchSM6DSno4%2Bxn0XRQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cec686c82aff3479fd1ef08db14233eec%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638125914008332201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KnJJEY8yF5dcp5gmC0erEVDeGAMGbXQKtLPhF12C5PU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cec686c82aff3479fd1ef08db14233eec%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638125914008332201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Woyp6l4tdBw23EhHsShD27iLNfWtPu5ET%2BnJKOETly0%3D&reserved=0


The Grasslands CRP is a recently new program increasing in popularity in Virginia.  It’s a 
working lands program, helping landowners and operators protect grasslands and pasture 
while maintaining the enrolled areas as working grazing lands.  There’s a limited signup period 
separate from the soon-to-open General CRP signup.  Signup dates will be announced later 
this year. 

In the fiscal year ended September 30, 2022 FSA paid Virginia producers over $3-million for 
establishing and maintaining land in the programs highlighted above.  Your local FSA office 
will gladly explain each of the conservation programs and the many options within each. 

Dr. Ronald M. Howell, Jr., State Executive Director 

 
NRCS State Conservationist’s Message 
Myth-busting on Urban Agriculture 

There’s been a lot of news lately concerning the increased priority that the USDA as a whole 
and NRCS in particular have been giving to urban agriculture, the fastest-growing segment of 
American food production. As new programs designed to assist urban producers have arisen, 
however, so have some misconceptions about who is and who isn’t eligible to apply to NRCS 
for financial and/or technical assistance. Some examples of these myths would be: 

• A property must produce at least $1,000 of agricultural products in a given year to be 
designated as an “agricultural operation” and be eligible for NRCS assistance. 

• Subsistence growers are not “producers” and their lands are not eligible for NRCS aid. 
• Backyard gardens and community gardens are in a separate category from “real” ag 

production and are not eligible for NRCS’ Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP), the source of most of the funds to be directed to urban growers. 

I’m happy to say that all three of these statements are false. The USDA’s intentionally broad 
definition of agricultural production is “the use of cultivated plants or animals to produce 
products for sustaining and enhancing human life.”  There are no minimum values for acreage 
and crop revenue. Also untrue is the idea that most urban ag projects are too “small-time” to 
compete for aid with traditional farm operations since NRCS now offers dedicated funding 
pools reserved for urban projects. 

The world of urban agriculture is exciting, fast-developing and open to hundreds of Virginians 
who may not be aware of what NRCS can offer in terms of advice and financial aid. If you’d 
like to start this conversation, the best way to do it is a call to the USDA field office serving 
your area. 

Dr. Edwin Martinez Martinez, NRCS Virginia State Conservationist 

 
Rolling Out Revenue Based Disaster and 
Pandemic Assistance Programs  



Beginning January 23, 2023, agricultural producers can begin to apply for two new important 
programs for revenue losses, from 2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the COVID-19 
pandemic. Both programs equitably fill gaps in earlier assistance.  

First, you may be eligible for assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase 
Two if you experienced revenue losses from eligible natural disasters in 2020 and 2021. ERP 
Phase Two is for producers who didn’t receive assistance from ERP Phase One.    

You may also be eligible for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) if you 
experienced revenue losses in calendar year 2020. PARP is addressing gaps in previous 
pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather than 
overall revenue losses.      

Applications for both new programs are due June 2, 2023, and you can apply for both 
programs during your same appointment with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

Historically, FSA programs have been designed to make direct payments to producers based 
on a single disaster event or for a single commodity loss. For many of you, this may be the 
first revenue-based program that you’ve applied for with FSA.  

Why revenue-based programs?    

 ERP Phase Two and PARP take a much more holistic approach to disaster assistance, 
ensuring that producers not just make it through a single growing season but have the 
financial stability to invest in the long-term well-being of their operations and employees.  

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are based on the difference in allowable gross revenue 
between a benchmark year, representing a typical year of revenue for the producer and the 
disaster year – designed to target the remaining needs of producers impacted by qualifying 
natural disasters and avoid duplicative payments. ERP Phase Two revenue loss is based on 
tax years.     

For PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least 
part of the 2020 calendar year and had a decrease in revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as 
compared to a typical year. PARP revenue loss is based on calendar years.  

How to Apply  

 In preparation for enrollment, producers should gather supporting documentation including:    

• Schedule F (Form 1040); and  
• Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 

2021 and 2022 for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.    

Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP 
and PARP program participation:    

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);   
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;  
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cec686c82aff3479fd1ef08db14233eec%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638125914008332201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DjGtazeoSQb7b8cfJn409aiQ8F%2FIZTv7oiPFKEelIcw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/parp-relief/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


• Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) Certification.    

• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran 
Farmer or Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster 
programs provide increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums.  

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely 
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm 
should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center.    

Yes, FSA is stepping outside of the box.  

FSA is a big proponent of agricultural producers having a say in the design, implementation 
and delivery of the programs that directly impact their livelihoods. We also believe that some 
of the most creative and useful ideas for program and process improvements come from the 
FSA employees who administer this assistance through our network of more than 2,100 
county offices. We want to thank producers across the country, along with the entire FSA 
workforce, for not just thinking outside of the box but also providing their input to make sure 
that we can improve and enhance our programs and our approach to assistance to better and 
more efficiently serve all producers who need our help.    

Please visit your local USDA Service Center for more information on ERP Phase Two, PARP 
and our full portfolio of conservation, prices support, safety-net, credit and disaster assistance 
programs.   

 
FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock 
Producers Through Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) 
If you’ve suffered above normal expenses for hauling feed or water to livestock or hauling 
livestock to forage/grazing acres due to the impacts of drought, you may be eligible for 
financial assistance through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP). 

For eligible producers in qualifying counties, ELAP provides financial assistance for: 

• the transportation of water to livestock; 
• the above normal cost of mileage for transporting feed to livestock, 
• the above normal cost of transporting livestock to forage/grazing acres.* 

*Hauling livestock one-way, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for “empty 
miles.” 

Eligible livestock include cattle, buffalo, goats and sheep, among others, that are maintained 
for commercial use and located in a county where the qualifying drought conditions occur. A 
county must have had D2 severe drought intensity on the U.S. Drought Monitor for eight 
consecutive weeks during the normal grazing period, or D3 or D4 drought intensity at any time 

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


during the normal grazing period. Producers must have risk in both eligible livestock and 
eligible grazing land in an eligible county to qualify for ELAP assistance. 

WATER TRANSPORTATION 

For ELAP water transportation assistance, a producer must be transporting water to eligible 
livestock on eligible grazing land where the producer had adequate livestock watering 
systems or facilities in place before the drought occurred and where they do not normally 
require the transportation of water. Payments are for costs associated with personal labor, 
equipment, hired labor, equipment, and/or contracted water transportation fees. Cost of the 
water itself is not covered. The ELAP payment formula uses a national average price per 
gallon. 

ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING FEED  

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who incur above normal expenses 
for transporting feed to livestock during drought. The payment formula excludes the first 25 
miles and any mileage over 1,000 miles. The reimbursement rate is 60% of the costs above 
what would normally have been incurred during the same time period in a normal (non-
drought) year. ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING LIVESTOCK TO 
FORAGE/GRAZING ACRES 

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who are hauling livestock to a new 
location for feed resources due to insufficient feed and/or grazing in drought-impacted areas. 
Assistance for Livestock transportation is retroactive to 2021 and available for 2022 and 
subsequent years. Please contact your county FSA office for additional details. 

For calendar year 2022 forward, producers must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA 
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent; producers should contact their 
county FSA office as soon as the loss of water resources or feed resources are known. For 
ELAP eligibility, documentation of expenses is critical. Producers should maintain records and 
receipts associated with the costs of transporting water to eligible livestock, the costs of 
transporting feed to eligible livestock, and the costs of transporting eligible livestock to 
forage/grazing acres. 

ELAP also offers assistance to producers impacted by wildfire. Contact your county FSA office 
for more information on ELAP resources for wildfire losses. In addition, beekeepers also can 
benefit from ELAP provisions and should contact their county FSA office within 15 calendar 
days of when a loss occurs or from when the loss is apparent. For more information regarding 
ELAP, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 
Foreign Buyers Notification 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of 
U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons 
who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the 
transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result 
in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County 
government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are 
reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from 
these disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cec686c82aff3479fd1ef08db14233eec%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638125914008332201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OLKym4r28MyVR0yB9gTWmOW4csKQaN%2BFBFZtUBfKRqA%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/FSA0153_010524V02.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


concerning the effect of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for 
more information on AFIDA. 

 
Actively Engaged Provisions for Non-Family Joint 
Operations or Entities 
Many Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs require all program participants, either 
individuals or legal entities, to be “actively engaged in farming.” This means participants 
provide a significant contribution to the farming operation, whether it is capital, land, 
equipment, active personal labor and/or management. For entities, each partner, stockholder 
or member with an ownership interest, must contribute active personal labor and/or 
management to the operation on a regular basis that is identifiable and documentable as well 
as separate and distinct from contributions of any other member. Members of joint operations 
must have a share of the profits or losses from the farming operation commensurate with the 
member’s contributions to the operation and must make contributions to the farming operation 
that are at risk for a loss, with the level of risk being commensurate with the member’s claimed 
share on the farming operation. 

Joint operations comprised of non-family members or partners, stockholders or persons with 
an ownership in the farming operation must meet additional payment eligibility provisions. 
Joint operations comprised of family members are exempt from these additional requirements. 
For 2016 and subsequent crop years, non-family joint operations can have one member that 
may use a significant contribution of active personal management exclusively to meet the 
requirements to be determined “actively engaged in farming.” The person or member will be 
defined as the farm manager for the purposes of administering these management 
provisions.  

Non-family joint operations may request to add up to two additional managers for their farming 
operation based on the size and/or complexity of the operation. If additional farm managers 
are requested and approved, all members who contribute management are required to 
complete form CCC-902MR, Management Activity Record. The farm manager should use the 
form to record management activities including capital, labor and agronomics, which includes 
crop selection, planting decisions, acquisition of inputs, crop management and marketing 
decisions. One form should be used for each month and the farm manager should enter the 
number of hours of time spent for each activity under the date of the month the actions were 
completed. The farm manager must also document if each management activity was 
completed on the farm or remotely.  

The records and supporting business documentation must be maintained and timely made 
available for review by the appropriate FSA reviewing authority, if requested. 

If the farm manager fails to meet these requirements, their contribution of active personal 
management to the farming operation for payment eligibility purposes will be disregarded and 
their payment eligibility status will be re-determined for the applicable program year. 

In some instances, additional persons or members of a non-family member joint operation 
who meet the definition of farm manager may also be allowed to use such a contribution of 
active personal management to meet the eligibility requirements. However, under no 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Feconomic-and-policy-analysis%2Fafida%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cec686c82aff3479fd1ef08db14233eec%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638125914008488933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bFveBGwQrMvKR6SdXazvfTo3s9I57fGbxV1FoIHc3AY%3D&reserved=0


circumstances may the number of farm managers in a non-family joint operation exceed a 
total of three in any given crop and program year. 

 
Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage 
reporting for cover crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as 
well as updated the definitions of “idle” and “fallow.” 

Reporting Cover Crops: 

Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four categories: 

• Cereals and other grasses 
• Legumes 
• Brassicas and other broadleaves 
• Mixtures 

If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated 
according to policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and 
the acreage report must be revised to reflect the actual crop. 

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date: 

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed 
and the crop has already been reported on the farm, have 30 calendar days from the date 
when the new operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership 
and new producer crop share interest in the previously reported crop acreage. Under this 
policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to 
determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest change 
occurred to permit the revision. 

Acreage Reports: 

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must timely file acreage reports. 
Failure to file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in 
ineligibility for future program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more 
than a year after the acreage reporting deadline.   

Reporting Grazing Allotments: 

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. You will use form “FSA-
578” to report grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” 
field. Your local FSA office will need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of 
public land. 

Definitions of Terms 



FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU) 
(field/subfield) which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition 
of fallow or skip row. 

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where 
cultivated land that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular 
growing season. 

For more information, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA To Offer Certificates for Farm Commodities 
Pledged to Marketing Loans  
If you have crops pledged as collateral for a marketing assistance loan, you can now 
purchase a commodity certificate that may be exchanged for the outstanding loan collateral. 
Commodity certificates are available beginning with the 2015 crop in situations where the 
applicable marketing assistance loan rate exceeds the exchange rate. Currently, the only 
eligible commodity is cotton. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) routinely provides agricultural producers with marketing 
assistance loans that provide interim cash flow without having to sell the commodities when 
market prices are at harvest time lows. The loans allow you to store and delay the sale of the 
commodity until more favorable market conditions emerge, while also providing for a more 
orderly marketing of commodities throughout the marketing year. 

These loans are considered “nonrecourse” because the loan can be redeemed by delivering 
the commodity pledged as collateral to the government as full payment for the loan upon 
maturity. Commodity certificates are available to loan holders having outstanding nonrecourse 
loans for wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small 
chickpeas), peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds.  These certificates can 
be purchased at the posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for 
the quantity of commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, 
satisfying the loan. 

You may contact the FSA office that maintains your loan or your loan service agent for 
additional information. If you do business with Cooperative Marketing Associations (CMA) or 
Designated Marketing Associations (DMA) , you may contact their respective associations for 
additional information. To learn more about commodity certificates, contact your County 
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. 

 
FSA Can Help with On-Farm Propane Storage 
Winter months in Virginia can be long and cold, and for several years, farmers have faced 
propane storage shortages. FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides 
funding for on-farm liquified petroleum tanks. 

FSFL low-interest financing can be used to build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase 
portable (new or used) structures, equipment, storage and handling trucks. Liquified 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cec686c82aff3479fd1ef08db14233eec%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638125914008488933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZR4A0A9n7OSzGV9qFILMaTmHnZQS%2BcyLxTfYJcYY90E%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fpricesupport%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cec686c82aff3479fd1ef08db14233eec%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638125914008488933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zNj8FEP%2FGrqk%2BcpaUn8mvDPTQ1E6HgWVWMkyNy5i7JE%3D&reserved=0
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petroleum tanks are covered for eligible commodities for the use of fuel for grain dryer 
equipment.  

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, while loans 
exceeding $100,000 require additional security. 

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including conventional 
operations, small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and 
farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers. 

To learn more about FSFLs and how these loans can help with your on-site propane tank 
storage needs, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Farmers Can Now Make 2023 Crop Year Elections, 
Enroll in Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss 
Coverage Programs  
Agricultural producers can now change election and enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage programs for the 2023 crop year, two key safety net 
programs offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). Signup began Oct. 17, 2022, 
and producers have until March 15, 2023, to enroll in these two programs. Additionally, 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has started issuing payments totaling more than $255 
million to producers with 2021 crops that have triggered payments through ARC or PLC.    

2023 Elections and Enrollment    

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC, which provide 
crop-by-crop protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. Although 
election changes for 2023 are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each 
year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm and makes an election change 
for 2023, they must sign a new contract.  

If producers do not submit their election by the March 15, 2023 deadline, their election 
remains the same as their 2022 election for crops on the farm.  Farm owners cannot enroll in 
either program unless they have a share interest in the farm.    

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, 
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain 
rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower 
seed and wheat.   

Web-Based Decision Tools    

In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based 
decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data 
specific to their respective farming operations. Tools include:   
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• Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of 
Illinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO and 
PLC.   

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M that allows 
producers to obtain basic information regarding the decision and factors that should 
be taken into consideration such as future commodity prices and historic yields 
to estimate payments for 2022.   

2021 Payments and Contracts   

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual 
county yields and the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. This month, FSA processed 
payments to producers enrolled in 2021 ARC-CO, ARC-IC and PLC for covered commodities 
that triggered for the crop year.    

For ARC-CO, producers can view the 2021 ARC-CO Benchmark Yields and Revenues online 
database, for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For 
PLC, payments have triggered for rapeseed and peanuts.  

For ARC-IC, producers should contact their local FSA office for additional information 
pertaining to 2021 payment information, which relies on producer-specific yields for the crop 
and farm to determine benchmark yields and actual year yields when calculating revenues.   

By the Numbers   

In 2021, producers signed nearly 1.8 million ARC or PLC contracts, and 251 million out 
of 273 million base acres were enrolled in the programs.  For the 2022 crop year signed 
contracts surpassed 1.8 million, to be paid in the fall of 2023, if a payment triggers.  

Since ARC and PLC were first authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and reauthorized by the 2018 
Farm Bill, these safety-net programs have paid out more than $34.9 billion to producers of 
covered commodities.   

Crop Insurance Considerations    

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes crop 
insurance and marketing assistance loans.   

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for 
some crop insurance products.   

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental 
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on 
farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that crop on 
that farm.    

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.  
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.   
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Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are 
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for that 
farm.     

More Information     

For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your 
local USDA Service Center.   

 
Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved 
and serviced by FSA loan officers. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, 
farm chemicals, insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans 
can also be used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some 
farm-related debts, excluding real estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, 
construct and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum 
loan amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. 
Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to 
repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership 
loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm 
ownership or operating loan. 

 
Applying for FSA Guaranteed Loans  
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet 
the lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan 
through a lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 
percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both 
farm ownership and operating purposes.  

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair 
buildings, develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt. 

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, 
fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses. 

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $2,037,000. Repayment terms 
vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. 
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Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to 
exceed 40 years. 

For more information on guaranteed loans, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Application Deadline Set for USDA’s Urban 
Agriculture Innovation Program 
The USDA’s Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production has posted a Notice of 
Funding Opportunity for its Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production Competitive Grants 
Program. Individuals and groups seeking to apply for funding during Fiscal Year 2023 must 
submit applications using the Grants.gov website by 11:59 p.m. (Eastern time) on Monday, 
March 27, 2023. 

Urban Agriculture and Innovation Production (UAIP) competitive grants initiate or expand 
efforts of farmers, gardeners, citizens, government officials, schools and other stakeholders in 
urban areas and suburbs. Projects may target areas of food access; education; business and 
start-up costs for new farmers; and development of policies related to zoning and other needs 
for urban production. 

Funding for UAIP and many other USDA programs is competitive in nature. To maintain the 
integrity of the application process. USDA employees will not aid in drafting of proposals nor 
provide any applicant with a potential undue advantage against another. 

Links to the full public announcements of the grants and the funding process are provided 
below:  

• USDA Announces Grants for Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production 
• FY 2023 UAIP Notice of Funding Opportunity 

If you have any questions or wish to request more information, please free to contact your 
local NRCS field office. 

 
Selected Interest Rates for February 
90-Day Treasury Bill 4.375% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 4.750% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.750% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.500% 
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Emergency Loans 3.750% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans - (7 years) 3.750% 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present 5.750% 

 
 

 

 
Virginia FSA State Office 

1606 Santa Rosa Road, Suite 138 
Richmond, VA  23229 

Phone: 804-287-1503 Fax: 855 -621-5866 
 

Office Hours 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Dr. Ronald M. Howell, Jr. 
State Executive Director 

Sherina Logan 
Administrative Officer 

TBA (To Be Announced) 
Acting, Chief Farm Loan Programs 

H.L. Kellam 
Rodney Young 
Chief Farm Programs 

Diane Lenoir-Giles 
Public Relations/Outreach Specialist   

    

  

 

CONTACT US: 
Farm Service Agency 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Risk Management Agency 

Service Center Locator 
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